African American and African Studies 571:
Images of Black People in Film and Popular Media

Rationale/Assessment Plan

The Department of African American and African Studies currently offers African American and

African Studies 571: Images of Black People in Film and Popular Media, but requests to make the course available to a broader GEC audience. The course will be taught in a 25-student 

lecture format with one professor, two meetings per week. The first class of the week will last 2 hours and 48 minutes (viewing time); the second class will last 1 hour and 48 minutes (discussion and presentations).
African American and African Studies 571 is ideally suited for inclusion in several categories of the General Education Curriculum (Social Diversity in the USA; and Section 5 Arts and Humanities; Section B Analysis of texts and Works of Art; 2 VPA) which have the following Goals/Rationale and Learning Objectives:

GEC Goals/Rationale:

AAAS 571 will foster an understanding of the pluralistic nature of institutions, society and culture in the United States. Students evaluate significant writing and films. Such studies develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing media representations and reflecting on that experience.
GEC Learning Objectives:

1. 
Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in mass media production and the cinematic criticism.

2.
Students describe and interpret achievement in mass media, cinema, and related literature.

3. 
Students explain how works of popular/mass/visual media and related literature express social and cultural issues.
4. 
Students explore the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, in film/cultural    reproduction.
5. 
Students are encourages to recognize the role of social diversity in shaping the students’ own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.
Specific Course Learning Objectives of African American and African Studies 571:

1.
To foster an appreciation of the theatrical, literary and cinematic contributions of Black people.

2.
To familiarize students with Black writers, literary scholars, film makers, historians, scholarly publications which deal with African American literature, film and drama and with research libraries, book collections and archives which are repositories of work by and about Blacks.

3.
To examine films relevant and related to African American literature and experience within the context of American culture.

4.
To explore the major themes of contemporary Black writing and film.

5.
To analyze literature and film employing various methods of literary, cinematic and social criticism.

6.
To encourage the articulation of ideas and opinions in an effective, objective, logical and well-organized manner.

7.
To master various types of academic exercises: development of mass media portfolio, oral reports, critical response papers, research essay, note taking and bibliography.

Assessment Plan

An examination of the work students were required to complete for the course will serve as the assessment of whether the course objectives have been effectively executed.  

Students’ development as enlightened readers and viewers of African American images in mass media products, students' ability to describe and interpret the relationship between various representations of Black people in mass media, and their ability to explain the social and political role of mass media and popular culture in the Black experience will be assessed through a combination of critical and analytical essays, bibliographical research, mass media portfolio, and in-class presentations.
This course will be assessed by the Director of Undergraduate Studies and the Undergraduate Studies Committee, who will consult with the instructor of the course annually for input on how the course is performing and meeting expected goals.

We believe that sampling should provide us with an adequate assessment of whether or not this course is in fact living up to its goals.  We will randomly sample (and duplicate) specific assignments and projects from a portion of the class.  The AAAS Undergraduate Committee, or one of its representatives, in conjunction with the course instructor will evaluate sample assignments and projects to gauge how well the goals of the course seem to be reflected and communicate the findings to the department chair, the undergraduate committee, and the department student coordinator. The AAAS Undergraduate committee or one of its representatives, in conjunction with the course instructor will also assess the improvement over time, comparing selected students’ performance on assignments early in the term to their performance on the final project to see if improvement has in fact occurred, and communicate the findings to appropriate departmental personnel and committees.

We are also interested in getting the students’ self-assessment of the course and of their performance in it.  To that end, instructors of 571 will ask students to complete discursive evaluations that invite comments on both the course instruction and on their performance in relation to the learning objectives of the course.  

Note on the assessment criteria for sampled exams and papers

The criteria that we will be using in the assessment will be similar to those the instructor will have used in grading assignments in the first place.  We will, however, pay somewhat less attention to the factual specifics of the students’ work than to what it reveals about whether they understood the nature of the assignment/task and the learning objectives it entails.  As far as possible, the Undergraduate Committee will try to determine whether shortcomings in this area are correlated to the individual student’s poor attendance in class, or whether they result from miscommunication on the part of the instructor.  Although we are most concerned with the latter case, we will also work on various strategies for increasing attendance if that seems to be a particular problem.  When necessary, the Undergraduate Committee will work with individual instructors to improve communication of the course expectations and content.

Timeline for assessment

Each quarter, every time the course is taught, we will follow the same schedule:

Weeks 1-3
Sampling of early assignments

Weeks 9-10
Sampling of final projects



Student assessment of course and their performance in it

Week 11
Samples read and evaluated by Undergraduate Committee
The Undergraduate Committee will be responsible for making sure that instructors and students’ overall evaluations of the course have at least remained steady or, better, improved; if that proves not to be the case, we will attempt to use the information we have collected to make what seem the appropriate adjustments to the course content and structure.
